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— — When thy Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants 
of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. 
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His Chapter with the two next before, and 
that which follows, are all four parts of 
the ſame prophetick Sermon, ( as appears 
/ S by thoſe words ſo often repeated in them, 
J/ BMD 1: that Day, fixing and determining All 
" to the ſame Epoch, and period of Time ;) 
belong All to the ſame ſubject Matter, ſc. the Deſtruction 

of FÞudahand Jeruſalem, whether by the Babylonians,or the 
Romans,or both.Sothat the Eartk(oras we may rather tranſ- 
late,the [,and,or the Countrey )waſted,andutterly ſpoiled,and V. 1.& 3. 
turn'd upſide down,Cap.xxiv. is doubtleſs the Land of Jewry- 
And the World that languiſheth, and fadeth away, V. 4 of 
that Cap. not much wider; that, and the neighbouring 
Regions, with whom the Jews had commerce, and in- 
tercourſe of Peace and War, Moab, and Egypt, and Ba-pax & 291 
bylon, in a word, the Jewiſh World; ( for to both the 5y3, & 5 'Or- 
Hebrew and Greek words uſually tranſlated the Earth and **«« wm » ©: 
the World, are often in Scripture-language contracted iN Mp 
and limited by the Matter in hand: ) And conſequently 4 
the City of Confuſion, which is broken down, a City turn'd | 
Chaos aga1n,as the Hebrew imports,cap.xxiv.10.theCity turn'd 
into a Heap,or 2 Juine,nay,mm tumnlun, as the Valgar Latine, 
Or &; 5514, as the LXX. tran(late it, into one great Sepul- 
chre to it (elf, buried in 1ts own Rubbiſh, Cap. xxv. 2. 
The lofiy City laid low, even to the Ground, and abaſed in 
the wery Duſt. Cap. xxvi. 5: The City deſolate, and fors 

2 


 ſaken, 
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ſaken,and left Wilderneſs, and dcſertall over, Cap. xxvii. 10. 
are but ſo many variations of the phraſe, and ſignifie all 
the ſame thing, the burning of Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnez- 

zar, Or Titxs, or ( as ſome will have it ) by both. 
* This fad Devaſtation the Prophet firſt beholds i» (pe- 
culo prophetico, ſees it from far in his prophetick Teleſcope, 
as clearly, and diſtinctly, as if it were before his eyes, 
and deſcribes it here and there the whole Sermon through- 
out, but chicfly, Cap. xxiv. in ſo lofty a Larguage, that 
many have miſtaken it for the End of the World, and 
the Conſummation of all things. But then, to ſweeten 
ſo ſad a Theme, he aflures them, it ſhall not be a Nazrw- 
»£0eia, God will not make a final End now : No, a Rem- 
nant ſhall be left, as the ſhaking of an Olive-tree, and as 
the gleaning Grapes, when the Vintage is done,Cap. xxiv. 13. 
Nor ſhall they be only preſerved, but reſtored too; The 
Lord God will in time wipe away every Tear from off all 
— Faces,and at Jaſt, ſwallow up this Death too in Vif&ory, 
_ Cap. xxv. 8. Heel turn their Captivities, and rebwild 
their City, and their Temple too; and all this ſhall be 
Rom. xi. 15, 2 it were Life from the Dead, as the Apoſtle calls it, ſo 
miraculous a Re-cſtabliſhment, at a Junfure (o impro- 
bable, when they are deſtroyed out of all Ken of Reco- 
very, that it ſhall oy a img - ——_—_ and fo like 
.. the great One, that 'tis deſcribed in the very proper 
= _ of that, both by the other dar doag by 
Ours too a little below the Text, Thy Dead ſhall live 
V. 19. again; My dead Bodies ſhall ariſe: Awake and ſing, ye that 
dwell in the Duſt, &c. And then, ( which is of neareſt 
Concern to us, and to our preſent Buſineſs ) the Prophet 
direfts the Remnant that ſhould eſcape, how to behave 
themſelves under ſo gieat a Deſolation ; and hecontrives 
hisdireCtions intoa threefold Sorg ( that they may be the 
better remarkt and remembred ) tund and fitted to the 

three great Moments of the Event. 

The fr/#, to the time of the Ruine it (elf, Cap. xxiv. 
where 
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where having ſer before their Eyes the ſad proſpet of the 
holy City, and Houſe of God-in Flames; When thus it 
ſhall be in the midſt of the Land, ſaith he, there ſhall be a 
Remnant, ard they ſhall lift up their voyce, and (ing for 
the Majeſty of the Lord, ſaying, Glorifie ye the Lord mm 
the Fires,V. 15. And this is 777M V9 a Song of Praile. 
The ſecond is M7Y2 WW a Song of Degrees or Af 
cenlions, fitted to the time of their Return, when All 
ſhould be reſtor'd and rebuilt again 3 and that we have 
Cap. xx vil. 2. [n that Day (ing ye unto her ;, A Vinezard of 
Red Wine: I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every 
moment : Teſt any hurt it, I will keep it night and day. 
The third ( of which my Text is a principal ſtrain X 
belongs to the whole middle interval between the Ku- 
ine and the Reſtauration, in this xvi. Cap. 1» that day 
ſhall this Song be ſung in the land of Judah, We have a 
ſtrong City 5 Salvation will God appoint for Walls and 
Bulwarks, Sc. As it he had faid; Though our City be 
ruin'd, yet God is ſtill our dwelling placez gur Fortreſ- 
ſes diſmantled, and thrown down, but Salvation will he 
J appoint us for Walls and Bulwarks 3 Our Temples in the 


Duſt, but God will be to us himſelf, as « little Sandnary. gzck. xi. 16. 


And this is 77W2 TU a Song to give Inſtruction, teach- 
ing them, and in them us, how to demcan our felves, 
while the Calamity lics upon us: {c. tomake God our Re- 
fuge, ver. 4. to wait for him in the Way of his Judgments, 
FT cer. 8. and in this 9. ver. earneſtly to deſire him from the 


*Þf very ſoul in the Night (in the Darkeſt, and Blackeſt of the 


Aithttions ) to ſeek hizz early, when it begins todawn to- 
A wards a better Condition; and in the mean time, as 'tis 
in the Text, to improve all this ſevere Diſcipline, as he 
Wntends it, for the advancing us in the knowledge of Him, 
Fand of our ſclves, and of our whole Duty 3 For when thy 
2X udgments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World will 
Wearn To confeſs 
A Text you ce, that ſuppoſeth Judgments intheEarth, 
or 
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or upon a Land ( as its Occalions ) and fo ſuitable to 
our {ad Condition: a Text too, that propoſeth our Learn- 
ing, as its End and Deſign, and fo ſutable (* one would 
think ) to our Inclination too. T he Character, and Geri? 
ws of the Age, we live in, is Learned: the pretence at 
this day ſo high, and ſo univerſal, that He 1s No-body 
now, who hath not a new $S mw of the World, a new 
Hypotheſis in Nature, a new Model of Government, a new 
Scheme of God's I)ecrees, and the greateſt Depthsin The- 
ology. We are many of us acute Philoſophers ( that 
mult not be diſputed us; ) molt of us grand Politicks and 
Statfemen too; All of us ( without exception ) deep Di- 
vines: will needs be wiſer than our Neighbours, but 
however wiſer than our Teachers and Governours, if not 
wiſer than God Inmſclf. A kind of Moral Rickets, that 
ſwells, and puffs up the Head, while the whole inner 


2 Tim. 3.6, 7. Man of the Heart waſts and dwindles.F or hike the ſly Wo- 
/ 


men, Diſciples to the old Groſticks, while we arc thus ever 
learning ( pretending to great Heights, and Proficicncies) 
we come never tothe Knowledge of the Truth ( the Truth 
which is according unto- Godlineſs ;, ) In tine, amongſt fo 
many Learners they are but few, that learn Righteouſ- 
nels : And therefore God himſclt here opens us a 
School; eretts a ſevere Diſciplme in the Text; brings 
forth his Fernlas, when nothing clle will ſcrve the Turn. 
For he hath indeed four Schools, or rather four diſtin& 
Forms, & Clafles in the ſame great School of Righteouſneſs; 


the laſt only ( that of his Judgments) expreſs in the Text, 


but the Reſt too ſuppos'd at leaſt, or covertly implied. 


For whether we look upon the latter Clauſe of the g 


propoſition. The Inhabitants of the World will learn ; 
We find our ſelves there under a double Formalitiez As 
Learners, andas Inhabiters. As Learners fir{t,and ſo indued 


with Faculties of Reaſon z Powersof a Soul capable of 


Learning, what is to be learned; (tampt, and polſeſt with 


firſt Principles, & common Notions which deeply fearch'd, | 
and 
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and duly improv'd, and cultivated, might teach us Much 
of Righteouſneſs. And this is Schola Cordis in Domo in- 
teriori, the School of the Hzart, God's firſt School in the 
little World within us. Secondly, as Inhabitants of the 2, 
great World, which is God's School too, as well as his 
Temple, full of Dodrines and Inſtruftionsz Schola Orbis, 
in which, He takes us forth continual Leſſons of Righte- 
ouſnels, Seque ipſum inculcat, & offert, Ot bene cog- 
noſci poſſit and that both from the Natural World, and 
from the political; whether — Reeni, or Schola Eccle- 
fie. Or if we return to the former Branch of the Text, 
When thy Judgments are in the. Earth, This when they are, 
ſuppoſeth another time, when they Are Not in the Earth, 
and that time is the time of Love, ( as the Prophet ſpeaks ) Ezek. xvi. 8. 
the Seaſon of Mercy; So that, Thirdly, here's Schola Mi- 
ſericordiarum, the School of God's tender Mercies inviting 
us, gently leading, and drawing us with the Cords of a Man, yg, vj, , 
with the Bands of Love: And laſtly, when nothing elle 4. 
will ſerve, here's Schola Judiciorum, the School of God's 
ſevere Judgments driving us to Repentance, and comprel- 
ling us to come in and learn Righteouſneſs. A provition 
(you ſee ) every way ſufficient, and abundant for our 
Learning,, were not we wanting to our iclves. 

But alas! we may run by the Text, and eaſily read , 
in it theſe three things, as ſo many very Natural mo | 


tions, and Emanations from it. Firſt, our own igno- 
rance and Stupidity; Born like a wilde Aſſe's Colt, as Zophar 
ſpeaks; and then to our Natural we add affected Igno- \ 
rance too: So that we are much to feek, and to learn 
Righteouſneſs it muſt be taught us. Secoudly, God's in- | 2, 
finite, and incxpreſlible Grace and Mercy to us3z that 

when we had blurr'd the Original, defac'd the firſt Tra- 

ces of Righteouſneſs upon our Souls, he was Þleas'd to 

provide Expedients to teach it us again the ſecond time, 

that we might be rezewed unto Knowledge after the Image Col. iii. r0, 
of him, that created us in Righteouſneſs, as the Apoſtle PM v. 24- 


ſpeaks 


n 
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ſpeaks. And Thirdly, Our indocible and unteachable 
Humour, our foul and ſhameful Non-proficicncy under 
ſo plentiful a Grace. For though the Text indeed ſpeaks 
of our learning Righteouſneſs, when God's Judgments 
aie upon-us; yet (if the Appearances of the World abroad 
ſuggeſted nothing to the contrary ) 'tis introduc'd here 
in the Text too, as the Effect of the laſt Form in God's 
Sehool, in cxclution of all the former as incf{cCtual; his 
utmoſt Method not to be uted but at a pinch, when all 
the reſt are baffled, and piove improſperous upon us: 
And then 'tis exprelt in the Origioal, and learned Is 7 
with ſo many Limitations and Abatements ( as we ſhall ſte 
by and by)that we may well give it up as the ſum and upſhot 
of all, that our All-merciftul God omits no Means or Me- 
thods of our Improvement ; but we(ſupinely negligent, and 
prodigioully ſtubborn as weareNrender them all ineffectral. 
That we may do ſo no longer, but rather make good 
the profeſſion, with which we have dar'd to appear this 
Day before God, of humbling our ſclves under his Al- 
mighty Hand ; Let us, before we paſs on any further, lift 
up our Hands and our Hearts to Him in the Heavens, be- 
{ceching him by the Power of his Mighty Grace ſo to 
ſanCtifie to us All, both the Senſe of his preſent Judgment, 
and all our Meditations and Diſcourſes thereupon, that 
by all we may bEpromoted in learning Righteouſhels. 


He Inhabitants of the World will learn Righteouſneſs 

of ; wx What's that? Is there ſuch a thing 1n 
the World? Or is it a Name onely, and a glorious pre- 
tence? Is it not only another word for Intereſt or Utility, 
and fo nothing juſt, but what is profitable; Crmtaacds 
his infamous Ailertion retriv'd and own'd with open face 
by Chriſtians? Is it not the taking of a party, or the ef- 
pouſing of a Fattion, and appearing for 1t with heat and 
Oy tyz and a ſavage condemning and — All 
that are not of it? Isit not the Profeſhion to believe ſuch a 


Syſtem 
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a Syſtem of Opinions, what life ſoever is conſequent there- 
upon? an airy inviſible Righteouſneſs, that never embo- 
dies or appears in our Attions, but hovers in the Clouds, 
in ſpeculations and fancies, where no Man can find it ? 
The Truth 1, there is no piece of Unrightcouſheſs more 
common in the World,than thus to weigh Juſtice it ſelf in 
an unjuſt Ballancez while every one contrives his Hypo» 
theſis, loas to ſalve the Phenomena, fo declares his Noti- 
on, as may beſt ſuit and comport with his own unrighte- 
ous practices, But the Righteouſneſs we are to learn in 
God's School, muſt not be a ſ-Iif-choſen Righteouſneſs : 
We mult not pay God our Svveraign, the Tribute of our 
Obedience in Coyn of our own ſtamping; it muſt be ſach 
as will abide the Touchſtone of his Word, and the Bal- 
lance of his Sanctuary. To make ſhoit, Righteouſneſs _ 
or Juſtice, though elſewhere a ſingle Vertue, yet here 
is vittually All : —ZunnBdly mo" api 'n, ſaid the Po- 
et; and the Philoſopher after him, 'Ov p4p©- HET, 
An «peri iy, not a part, but all Vertue: and ſo. often 
both in Scripture, and Fathers, comprehenſively all Reli- 
jon, the whole Duty of Man. n F erlonwy Ermvipwon, Thuge. 
Cith S. Chriſojtome: Omnes Virtutum ſpecies uno ys Ethic.v. I. 
nomine, ſaith S. Jerome. Not a particular Star, nor a (ingle 
Conſtellation, but a whole Heaven of Vertues, an entire 
Globe of Moral and Chriſtian _ Perfe&ions; an Univerſal | / 
Rectitude of the Will, conforming us in all Points to zen. 12. # 
God's Righteous Law, the Rule of our Righteouſneſs, 5: 4% 
Or if you will in two words, 'tis Suum cuique to } a 
every one his Due; Sunm Deo firſt, and then Sunm 
proximo; give God his Due, and your Neighbour too: 
Theſe are the integral parts of it. So that Righteouſneſs, 
as the great Rule of it, hath two Tables, or, if you will 
two Fhmifhares, the upper and the nether : Both ſo vaſt, 
that we cannot meaſure them in a Span (the Span of time 
allotted me; ) I ſhall therefore contract them to the oc- 


calion, and give you only ſome of thoſe particular Lef- 
B fons 


y 
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ſons of Righteouſneſs, which this preſent Judgment of 
God upon our Land feems moſt clearly to take us forth, 
both in relation to God himſelf, and to our Neighbours; 
and then call you, and my ſelf to a ſerious Scrutiny, how 
well we have learn'd them, and fo an end. 

And firſt we begin ( as we ought) in giving God his 
ducz in rendring to Gol the things that are Gods. To 
limit this wide Univerlality too, and render it more pra- 
per, and peculiar, we may recuce all to that fir!t of Ejai's 
three Songs mention'd at the beginning, Clorrfie ye the 

C. xxiv. 15 Lord in the Fires; giving him upon this (ad Occalion the 
Glory of that great Trinity of his Attributes; the Glory 
of his Power, and Majclty; the Glory of his Juſtice and 
Equity ; the Glory of his Goodnels and Mercy. 

Give him the Glory of his Power and Greatneſs ; which 
the Prophet calls, {ging for the Aajeſty of the Lord, Cap. 
x$iv. 15. or beholding the Mijeſty of the Lord, when tis 
Hard is lifted up, in the verſe after my Text. How great 

| and glorious our God is, who 1s 1n himlelt incomprehen» 

fible, appears beſt by the glorious greatnets of his Works, 

If he builds, it s a World, Heaven and Earth, and the 

Fulneſs of both. It he gives, it 1s his only Son out of 
his Boſom, the Brightnel(s of his Glory, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon. It he rewards, *tis a Crown, *tis a 
whole Heaven of Glories. It he be angry, he ſends a de- 
luge;. opens the Cataracts of Heaven above, and breaks 
up the Fountains of the great Decp below, and pours 

$:11iz, | forth whole Flouds of Vengeance: Or elſe herains down 
Hell out of Heaven, and in a moment turns a Land like 

the Garden of God into a dead Sea, and a lake of Brim- 

ſtone. If he diſcover him(clf by any overt expreſſion of 

tis Power, though theIntention be meer Mercy, and 1o- 

ving Kindneſs, Mortality ſhrinks from it, and cannot bear 

; it. When his Glory deſcends on Mount Sinai, the people 
Rx. 16.1 . remove, and ſtand atar off, and Let vot God ſpeak, with 

| us (lay they) /eſt we die: and Depart from me, O Lord, 


ſaith 
Fo 
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faith S. Peter. amwaz'd at that miraculous draught of Fiſh- Zac.v. 8. 
© > How much more ſhould the Inhabitants of the World 
tremble b<fore him, when his great and fore Judgments 

are in the Earth: Tremble then Earth, the preſence of CGed Pl. cxiv 
(faith the Pſalmiſt Y-ven when he improves the hard Rock 
into a Springing Well: much more when a fruitful Land PC, evii. 34 
ke turns into barrenneſs, or a ſtatcly City into Aſhes, for 

the wickedne(s of them that dwell therein, I am horribly 

afraid, faith David, forihe ungodly that ſorſake thy Law 5 pf en 
and I exceedingly fear, and quake, laid Motcs, at the g1V- Hebr. ui = 
ing of it: But when our Lord thall come again to re- 

quire 1t, Tie Powers of Feat en ſhall be ſhaken too; the Math. xxiv. 
Angels themſelves (as S. Chryſoſtowz interprets) though 59: 

pure and jnnoccnt Creatures thall tremvle (feztor) toy... 
ſce the ſeverity of that Judgment. How much rather in Marth. 
ought we, wretched Creatures that we are, conſcious to 

our ſelves, of Duſt, and Sin, to tremble and quake at the 

Wrath of this dread Lord of the Univerſe; at whoſe 

Voice alone, the great Emporour Caligula runs under $Su:to1.1.v. 
the Bed, and the mighty Bel-ſhazzar's Loins are looſed, hag 

and his knees knock one againſt another, when God but © ” 
writes bitter things againit him on the Wall. 

« It were a vain Atectation, to attempt a Deſcription 

of the greatneſs of our late horrible Devaſtation. This 

were to be Ambitioſus in Malis, to chew over all our 
Wormwood, and our Gall again: This were Rogurr aſcia 

polire, which the x11. TABLES torbad,to carve and paint 

the wood of our Funeral pile. ] ſhall only call back your 
thoughts to ſtand with me upon the profpett of that hor- », 
rid Theatre of the divine Judgments, and fay, Come Fi- yg... - 
ther, and behold the Works of the Lord, what Deſolation be © 
hatt made in the Earth; and then who will not jovn with 
me to ſay upon to convincing an occation? We humble 
our ſelves under the Almighty Hand of God, the Lord 
of all the World; We adore his Power and Majelty in 
lowly proſtrations; before whom all the Nations of the 
B 2 World 


7,8. 
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APOC..xv. 334+ 


Matth, x1. 25. 


Hebr, x1. 21» 


Job. it. 10. 


World are as a Drop of the Bucket, the Globe of the Earth 
as the ſmall Duſt of the Balance, and who taketh up the 
Iles (even our Great Britains too, as we call them) as 
a very little thing. Great and martelows are thy Works, 
O Lord God Almighty! who would not —_ thee, and glori- 
fie thy Name, when thy Judgments are thus manifeſt? Thou 
haſt brought them down that dwell on high, and laid 
the lofty City low, even to the Ground ; the Joyous Ci- 
ty of our Solemnities, the Royal Chamber, the Emporinm 
of the World, the Mart of Nations, the very Top Gal- 
lant of all our Glory in the Duſt. Even ſo Holy Father, 
for ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight. We ſay not to our God, 
What do'ſt thous W herefore hath the Lord done thus to this 
great City? we reply not, we anſwer not again: The Lord 
hath ſpoken ;, let all the Earth keep ſilence before him. We 
acknowledg thy Hand in it, O our God; we ſubmit to 
thy good plealure in it; we wait for thy Comfort, and 
thy Salvation in it. We meckly kiſs the Rod that ſtrikes 
us: With dying Jacob we dclire to worſhip &# a» «xepv 
# "px6's, with pertcCt Relignation as we are able, leaning 
and repoſing upon the top of this thy ſevere Rod. For 
ſhall we receive Good at the hand of our God, and ſhall we 
not receive Evil? *Tis the ſame Blefled Hand that diſtri- 
butes and ſtrikes; and with equal Reverence and Aﬀe- 
ion we adore it, whether he opens it wide in Bounty, 
or contracts it cloſc in ſcverity : The one the Divine Rhe- 
torick to perſwade us to learn Righteouſies 3 the other 
his more irrefragable Logick to convince and conſtrain us. 
And therefore, we charge not our Maker fooliſhly ; but 
meekly accept the puniſhment of our Iniquity. And hav- 
ing thus ador'd his Power (which was the Firſt) we go 
on 1n the next place to acknowledg his _ too; fay- 
ing with holy DALVID, Righteous art thou, O Lord, and 
juſt are thy Judgments: The ſecond part of God's Due. 
Give him the Glory of his Juſtice alſo; and if you 
learn no. other Pughtcouſnels in his School, ar leaſt learn 


His, 
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His, and frankly confeſs ittoo. For though God's Judg- 
C he the 


ments may, be ſecret, yet they cannot be unjuſt: Lz 


great Deep indeed, an Abyſs unfathomablez But though 
we have no Plumb-line of Reaſon , that can reach 
it, our Faith affures us, there's Juſtice at the Bot- 


tom. Clouds and Darkneſs are round about him, (auth the Pl: XCVIl. 2, 


Pſalmiſtz, but, as it follows, Righteouſneſs and Judgment 
are the Habitation of his Throne : So much we may ealily 
diſcern through all the Veils and Curtainsthat invelop 
him, that Juſtice ſtands always faſt by his Judgment-leat. 
And therefore though it be a nice, and a delicate point 


to aſſign the particular fins, for which God hath 


thus 


ſorely afflicted us; yet muſt we declare (as we are war- 
ranted by facred Authority) That God hath laid his heavy 


Judgment upon us All, as an Evidence of his Diſpleaſure for 


our Sins in general, 


Not to engage in that Common Theme; we way clear 
it a little by the Light of our own Fires, (the particular 
Inſtrument of our Calamity) in two or three Reflecti- 
ons upon that. God fpake his Rightcous Law at fiſt 
out of the midit of the Fire, Exod. xix. 18. And he ſhall 


appear from Heaven again in flaming Fire, taking ven- , ther i. 8, 


geance on them thar obey it not, ſaith the Apoſtle. Now 
as the Prophet As argues from another circumſtance 
of Terrour, wherewith the Law was given, the ſound 
of the Trumpet ( the ficſt Trumpet certainly, we ever 
read of in any R:cord in the World, as the laſt Trumpet 


(the Apoſtle tells us) ſhall be that of the Arch-angel to! <5 5h 
fummon us to account for it ) Shall 2 Trumpet be blown **& it. 6. 


(and fo fay I, ſhall a Fire be kindled) i the City (nay, 
a whole City become but one great Fire ) and the people 
not be afraid; We not refte&t upon our own Guiltineſs 


before God, who came at firſt with a Fiery Law in bis ,, 
Right Hand to teach us our Duty, and ſhall come again :. 
at laſt with Fiery Indignation a: his left to devour all thoſe ,,_ 


that perform it not? Again, Fire and Water are the two 


great 


PC, XXxvi. 6. 


The King's 
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LEX IGNE A: Or, 


great Inſtruments of God's double Vengeance upon the 
World of the Ungodly: The One loag lince paſt record- 
cd for our Inſtruction; the Other yet to come, the Mat- 
ter (it ought to be, I amfſure) of our continual Terror. 
The World tt at then was, periſhed by Water \ {aith S. Peter) 


* and the World that is now, 3s rejers'd unto Fire: In the 


mean tiwc, Fire and Water, things of commoneſt Uſe 
with us, are alſo the ſtanding Metaphors almolt in every 
verſe of Scripture,to exprets God's Judgments of all forts : 
F; it not on purpole to remind us, when ever we hear 
the ſound, or make uſe of the things, or feel the ſmart 
of either, to reflc& upon the heavy wrath of God againlt 
Sin in his ſo ſolemn cxprettiors of ut Once more, Fire is 
the Tyrant im Nature, the King ot the EICMC: tE, the 
mighty Nimrod mn the Material World. God hath given 
us this Attive Creature for our Servant, and we degrade 
him to the meaneſt Ofhces, to the Drudgery of the Kitch- 
in, and the labour of the Furnace. But God can infran- 
chize him when he pleaſes, and Ict him looſe upon us; 
and for our fins, of an uſctul Servant, make him to us a 
a rigorous, and a Tyrannical Matter, You ſaw him the 
other Day, when he c{caped from all your Reſtraints, 
mockt all your Reliltance, ſcorn'd the Limits, you 
would have fect him: Wirg'd with our Guilt, he flew 
triumphant over our proudelt Heights, waving his cutl'd 
Hcad, (ceming to repeat us that Leſion which Holy S, 
Arſtin taught us long lince, That the inferiour Creatures 
ſerie us Mew, only that we may ſerve hiz, who maae both 
ws and them too. If we rebel againit Heaven, Eweym.s 
wica 5 KemG-, faith the Wiſeman; Tre World fhail riſe in 
Arms upon #5,and4 freht with him againſt tle Cruwiſe.Fven the 
Holy Fires of the Altar too, though kindled trom Heaven 
on purpoſe to propitiate an angry Deity, prov'd often 
through Man's provocations the Inſtruments of his Fury 
the Mercz-jeat became the Aifenal of Vengeance, and 
from the preſence of God himſclt went forth thote Flames 

that 


—_—_—____v _—_ 
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that devour'd his Adverfaries? And all to teach us this 
Leſſon, That 'tis Sin puts the Thunder into God's Hand, 
and turns Flames of Love into a conſuming Fire. 

And therefore dream no longer of Granads's or Fire- 
Balls, or the reſt of thoſe witty Miſchiets ; ſcarch no more 
for B wtefiens or Incendiaries, Dutch or French: The Dutch 
Intemperance, and the F: ench Pride and Vanity, and the 
reſt of their Sins, we rc {o fond off, are inf! ircly more 
dangerous to us, than the Enmity of either Nation; for 
thcfe make God our Enemy too. Or if you 1 needs find 
out the Incendiary, look not abroad; Intus boſtis, inte pe- 
riculun, faith St. Jerome Turn your Eyes inward into 
your own Boſoms; there lurks the great Make-bate, the 
grand Boutefien between Heaven and us. Trouble not 
your ſclves with Planetary Afpccts, or great Conjundions 
but for your own Oppoſitio: 1s dire&t and Diametral to 
God, and his Holy Law. Fear not the Signs of Heaven, 
but the Sins on Earth, which hath made a {cparation be- 
tween you and you ar God. 'Tis njurious to the {wect 
Influcnc:s of the Stars, to charve — with ſuch dire 
Effects, as Wars, and Pelt: Ienc.s and Contlagrations : 
Divine TJuſtitie opt ra k ac, Jored (ith the Father) & bu- 
mine injiſtitie. Thele are the | "roducts of God's Righ- 
c-ouſncls upon our Unrightconincis, Wherefore glontie 
we God in theſe our Fircs, fayir ng with the Prophet, 
Riel teon(neſs belongs to thee, O Lord, but unto #s confuſion 

of Faces, a: it is this day, bec aufe of our manifold Treſpaſſes 
that we have Ireſpaſſed againſt thee, 

It yet it be cxpect<d I ſhould be more particular, in 
all1zming the very Sins that have occaſfian'd this heavy 
Judgmer, t, 'tis a {ippery place, and hard to keep firm 
footing in it. The myſterious Text of God's Holy Pro- 
vidence (as I ſaid before) is dark and obſcure; and fo 
much the more, becauſe there are ſo many Interpreters, 
(for though there be no infallible Judge of the Sunſcof it, 
yet all Fingers itch to be doing: ) their Conjectures ſo 
Various, , 


Dan. rs. ©. 


LEX IGNE 4: Or, 


2 Pet. ili. 16. 


Prov.Xxviii. 17. 


Cap. XXI1v- 2. 


various,and full of contradiction,ſo tinted and debaucht 
with private prejudice, that they do but 5peBaty, wreſt 
it unskilfully, as they do the other holy Text, Conver- 
tunt in mentem ſuam ( as the /Ethiopick, turns that. place 
in St. Peter ) torture, and torment it, till it confeſs their 
own Senſe. As for the many ſpiteful and unrighteous 
Gloſſes upon the ſad Text of our preſent Calamity ( on 
which every Faction amongſt us hath a Revelation, hath 
an Interpretation; ) I will not mention, much leſs imitate 
them. Juſtus Accuſator ſi, faith the Wiſeman. *Tis a 
righteous thing for every Man to ſuſpeCt himſelf, to look 
firſt into the plague of his own Heatt, and to be ready 
to ſay with the Diſciples, Maſter, Is it not I? We are all 
over apt tocharge one another fooliſhly enough; to take 
St. Peter's counlcl, i>ews oz, to be kind and favourable 
to our ſelves in our Interpretations and Cenſurcs ; but 
God methinks, at preſent ſeems to accuſe us All. 

When ___ is particular and reacheth but a few, 
we have a {avage promptnef> in condemning the Suffer- 
ers, with, This is God's juſt Judement for ſuch a thing, 
which we, it ſeems like not, though perhaps God himſelf 
doth. So long as the Thunder-bult tt'es over our own 


Heads, we hug our ſclves, and All is w-ll z 'tis our dcar 
paſtime, and a high voluptuouſi:(s to tic and cor fare o- 
thers, and flatter our ſelves, that we are more ighteous 


than they. To meer with this 1] Humour, God hath 
reacht us now an univerſal ſtroak that comes home to e- 
very Man: So that 'tis as our Prophet ſtates jt in the be- 

inning of this Sermon, As with the Prince and the Prieſt, 

for 1.2 is both) ſo with the preple, as with the Maſter, 
and the Miſtreſs, jo with the Servant, as with the Buyer, 
and the Borrower, ſo with the Seller and the Lender. In tine, 
He is no Engliſhman that feels not this Blow : And there- 
fore as the Em is Univerſal), let us give Glory to 
God, and confcls, that the Sin is ſo too; ſaying with the 


Cap.ix. 32,33 £00d Nebtemiah, Thou art juſt, O God, in All that is brought 


upon 
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upon 53 on our King, and on our Princes; on our Prieſts, 
and on our Prophets; on our Fathers, and on all thy People; 
For thou haſt done Right, but we have All done Wickedly. 
God give us Grace to take every one the ſhame that be- 
longs properly to himſelf, and to joyn heartily together 
in a full Chorzs at the laſt, repeating that excellent Exo- 
mologeſis of holy David, with which I began this poinr, 
and ſhall now conclud it, Righteous art thou, O Lord, 
and Juſt are thy Judgments. But there is another yet 
behind. 

Laſtly, give God the Glory of his Mercy too; that 
mult in no wiſe be forgotten. 'Tis the priviledge and 


nings with the Rain (faith the Pſalmiſt ) he bringeth the _— ſeper= 
Winds out of his Treaſuries. Strange Furniture, one would Pf, cxxxv. 7, 


think for a Treaſury, Storms and Tempeſts! But there 1s 
ſo very much of Mercy even in God's Judgments too, 
that they alſo deſerve a place amongſt his Treaſures, ay 
and amongſt ours too. For he licenſeth not a Wind, or 
a Storm, lets not fly a flaſh of Lightning, or a Ball of 
Fire, but a Mercy goes along with itz comes flying to 
us (it we miſs it not by our Negligenceor Inadvertency) 
upon the Wings of that Wind; and diſcovers it (elf to 
us even by the Light of thoſe Fires. And therefore turn 
not away your Eyes in Horror, but ſtudy the late Con- 
flagration : And even in the Duſt and Aſhes of our City, 
if we ſift and examine them well, we may find rich Trea- 
ſures of Mercy hidden. 


Mercy firſt, that God ſpar'd us, and preſerv'd us ſo | 


_ For without his Divine Manutenency, our ſtrong- 
eſt Fabricks had faln immediately upon their very Build- 
ers, He that made all things at firlt, by preſerving makes 
them ſtill; new makes them every Moment; and for his 
Will's fake alone they were and are created. He carries 
Nature alwayes in his —_— foſtering and _ 

er; 


S. Ambroſe, 
$40 19re omnu- 


prerogative of Mercy, that it mixeth it ſelf in all God's þ,; pe; operi- - 
Works; even in Jultice it ſelf too. He ſendeth forth Light- bus ſeringre=” 


a 
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her x and that not only as ſhe came out of his own hard, 
and bcars the Impretlecs of his Infinite Wiſdom and Pow- 
er; but as we have transform'd and difguis'd her by our 
petty «kill; as (he is fettered and ſhackled by our filly 
A.tifices: Even the World of Fancy too, the poor At- 
remvts and Bunglirgs of Ait, our Houſes of Dirt ard 
Clay ( which we call Palaces and ſo pleaſe our ſelves in) 
would quickly fall afunder, and moulder all into the 
Duſt th-v contiſt of, did not an Almighty Hand uphold 
them. If he k-cv not the Houſe and the City, in vain 
the Builder builds, and the Watchman wakes, and the 
Centincl ſtands perdu. And therct.Yre give we him the 
EL, xxxi. 23, G'oiy of this M-rcy, ſaying Thanks be ty the Lord, who 
fo love ſhew'd ns marvellous great Kindneſs, | ſay not with 
the Pſ.lmr, in a ſtrong City, (though the ſtrongeſt with- 
out him is weakncfs) but in a very weak Orc: A City 
in the M-:ann- of the Materials, th: Ollneſs of the 
Buildings, the ſtreightnz(s of ſome Strects, the ill Sity- 
ation of others, and many hke Inconveniencies, ſo ex- 
pos'd to this diſmal! Accident, that it muſt needs have 
beer long ſince in Aſhes, had not his miraculous Mercy 
preſerv'd it, who, ſo long as he pleaſcth (and that is juſt 
{o long as we pleaſe Him) continues the Fire to us uſe- 
ful and fafe, ſerviceable, and yet innocent, with as much 
eaſe as he lays it aſleep, and quiet in the Boſum of a 
Flint. 
2, Mercy again, That he afflicts us at all; that we are yet 
PExciv.1z, IN his School; that he hath not quire given us over, and 
turn'.1 us out as unteachable and incorrivible. Felrx cut 
; D-3s dignatur iraſci,f\th Tertullian; in David's Language 
H psſewy xi Bleſſed is the Mun whom thou chaſtneſt, O Lord, and teach- 
an vV73 aus” A. , | | , 
wars ac} gol je him in thy Law ;, (:nd'it him thy Judgments,and learn'(t 
xa him thy Righteouſneſs. Bur to (1n, and not be puniſh, 
FL axxi, 13, IS the ſorcit puniſhmint of all, faith S. C/rloſtome. Di- 
milit eos ſecundum defderia Cordis, He ſuffer'd them to walk, 
after their own Heart's Liſts, that's a dreadtul panes : 
ct 
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or as David phraſeth itz This is tor God to rain Snares 
pon the ungodly: A horrible Tempeſt indeed! as he there 
calls it, and woiuſe than the Fire and Brimſtone in the 
ſame Verſe. : 
Mercy too, That he afflicts us himſclf, keeps us ſtill 
under his own Diſcipline, and hath ot yet gizen #8 0- 
wer unto the Will of our Adzceriaries. The hand of an E- 
nemy poyſons the Wound : His Malice or his Infolence 
doubles and trcblcs the Vexation. The Malignity of the 
Inſtrument may invcnom a Scratch into a Gargreze. But 
the Bleflced Hand of God, even when it ſtrikes, drops Bal- 
ſom. His very Rods are bound up in Silk and Softnels, 
and dipt bcfuic hand in Ba/mz: He wounds that he may 
heal, and in wounding hcals: Qna, eademgue Manus 
Vilnus, opemque And therctore may. we never be 
beaten by the hand of a crucl and infulting Slave: But 


let our Righteows Lord him'celt [mite us, and it ſhall be aY cull ye 


Kindneſs: let lim correG us, ard it ſha [l:e an excellent Oyl. 


— — 


Let them alone, Why ſhould they be ſtricken an) ores Bd S 


that's tle proſperity of Fools that deſtroys them, as Solomon ; pc, vi. 6 


3. 
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Q let us us ſtill fall into the Haxds ' | Cod ( for great are 2 Samxxivige 
< 7 


his Mercies ) but let us not fall into the kands of Mem. 
Mercy Jaſtly in the Degree of the Affliction 3 That he 
hath puniſht us leſs than our Iniquirics deſerve; afflicted 
us in meaſure; corretted us in Judgment, not in his Fu- 
ry, for then we had been utterly brought to nothing: 
That we have had our Lives for a Prey, and are as fo 
many F we-brands pluckt out of theBurning. And there- 
fore, why ſhould a living Man complain? Say we rather 
as Abraham d1d in the Caſe of Svdoxr, when he had that 


horrible Scene of V<ngeance now in his Eye, We are but Gen. xviii. 27, 


Duſt and Aſhes: Not only Duſt in the courſe of ordina- 
ry Frail:y, but Aſhes too in the merit of a far ſharper 
Doom; deſerve, that God ſhould bring us to Duſt, nay, 


4s 


even turn us to Aſhes too, as our Houſes. It is of the Lam. li. 22. 


Lord's Mercies, that We our ſolves alſo are not conſinred, 
C 2 becauſe 
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AmOs. y, 24 


becauſe his compaſſions fail not; that any part of our City 


is (till remaining; that God hath left us yet a holy place 


to allemble in, ſolemnly to acknowledge (as we do this 
Day) his moſt miraculous Mercy: That when all our 
Wit was puzzl'd, and all our Induſtry tir'd out; when 
the Wind was at the highelt, and the Fire at the hotteſt, 
and all our hopes were now giving up the Ghoſt, Then 
He, whoſe ſeaſon is our greateſt extremity; He, who 


Cap. «xvii. 8, ſtayeth Þ#s rough Wind in the Day of the Eaſt-wind, as 'tis 


in the next Chapter; He, who alone ſets Bounds to the 
Rage of the Waters; reſtrain'd allo on the ſuddain, the 
Fury of thisother mercileſsand unruly Element, by the In- 
terpoſition of his Almighty Hacnſqze, hitherto ſhalt thou 
go, and no further. Ay this delerves indeed to be the 
Matter of a Song, Joy in the Lord upon fo great an Oc- 
calion, upon ſo noble an Experience, ſits not unhand- 
ſome on the Brow of ſo ſad a Day as this is. It foal be 


Cap. xxv. gs. ſaid in that Day, ſaith our Prophet, and let us all fay it; 


fay it with Triumph, and Jubilce too,) Lo, this 3s our 
God, we have waited for him, and He hath ſazed us; This 
is the Lord, we will be glad, and rejozce in bis Salvation : 
——— The third and laſt part ( we ſhall mention) of God's 
Due, the Glory of his Mercy. 


And now having thus clear'd and ſecur'd the Fountain 
of Righteouſneſs, 1n the Diſcharge of ſome part of our 
Duty to God ( where regularly it muſt begin;) it re- 


.mains, Ot ducatur Rivns Juſtitie de fonte Pietatis, as St. 


(rregory ſpeaks: It muſt not be a Fountain ſeal'd or ſhut 
up within it ſelf; (Religion 1s not, as ſome would have 
It, a Swperſedeas to Common Honeſty; the performing 
our Duty towards God, no Diichaige of our Duty to 
Man: ) In the next place it ſhould run down like a Riter, 
in mighty Streams of Righteouſneſs to all our Neighbours 
roundabout us; the other great Branch,the ſecond Table, 


or (if you will) the other Hemiſphere in this great Ay” 
0 


OO 0 he i ant 
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of Righteouſneſs. And here, Ecce novas Hyadas, alin 
que Oriona So many new Aſteriſms and Conſtellati- 
ons of Vertues appcar, that the time will not give leave 
to number them,or call themall by their Names: I can on- 
ly touch lightly the greater Circles, ſome of the more 
compreheniive Lines and Meaſures of them in thele few 
Generals, and (© paſs on. 

'Tis Righteouſneſs Indefinitcly Firſt, and ſo Univer- 
ſally. So that 'twill not be ſufficient to take forth ſome 
part of it in God's School, a line or two, it may be, of 
our great Leſlon, and neglect the Reſt; to ſtudy ſome one 
Page or Paragraph, and tear all the Book beſides; to 
break the Tables (to far worſe Effect than Moſes did ) 
and content our ſelves with ſome ſorry Fragment : No, 
What ever goes under the common ſtyle of Univerſal Ju- 
ſtice; whatever falls within the large Boſom of that com- 
prehenlive Epitome, into which our Lord himſelt abridg'd 


the Law and the Prophets, All things whatſoever ze would Marth. vi 12, 


that men ſhould do to you, do even ſo to them; Whatever 


comes within compals of that Now. Bxoi2nws, as S. Jarres Jam. ii. 8, 
' calls it, the Roza! Law, ( the latter part of the holy [nſi> 


tutes, the other tome of the Chriltian Pandeds, the ſecond 
ereat Commandment like the firſt, as our Saviour ſtyles it ) 


Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf; Even all the Ofh- Marth. xxii, 
cesand Inſtancesof duty between man &man 3 (Revercnce 3*: 35: 


and Obedicnce to our Superiors, Courtefie and Humani- 
ty to our Eguals; Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion to our In- 
ferioursz Gratitude and Thanktulnefs to our Benefactors; 
Juſtice and Upright-dealing towards All; Truth in our 
Words, and Faithtulnefs im our Truſts, and Conſtancy to 
our Promiſes, and Candor, and Sincerity and Honelty inall 
our Actions: And yet further and higher, tor'tis a Righte- 
ouſne6 improv'd & heightned,orat lealt interpreted by our 
Lord into Love, and fo obligeth us beyondthe (tri Mea- 
ſures of Common Jultice, and not only renders, what is 
legally due, but gives and forgives beyondit; ) T_T 
an 


LEX IGNE A:O, 
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and Moderation to tholc, thit are ary way « brex'ous to 
us; Mildacls ard Gentleneſs to thoſe that have ary way 
offended us; Sympathy and Compaſhion towards them 
that ſuffer; Mercy and Bounty to them that need 5 Gond- 
neſs and Pcaccablerels, ard Charity to all the Woild: 
Theſe are all paits of this gieot Leflon, and whatever elſe 
may hclp to denominate us The Rigkteons Nation that keep- 
th the Truth ( as 'tis1n the (cond veile of this Chapter ) 
or tle City im which dwells Rightconſreſs. 

But then as 'tis Rightcouſneſs indefinitely, (the Come 
mandment exceeding troad, as Dat id (peaks, wide in the 
Extenſion 3 ſo is it alſo as deep inthe Intcnfion, tis Righte- 
ouſncls Internally and Spiritrally too ;, as bring a Righte- 
ouſncls taught 1's by God's, and not by Mars Judgments 
only, and conſcquently muſt have an Eff. & proportion- 
able: 'Tis when Ty Judgments are in the Earth, Men 
will learn —— As the Jews, while their frar towards God 
Was tauel t them b the | recepts of Men, drew near to kin, 
and honoured kim with their Month only, b»t remo: ed their 
Hearts far away from him, Wn. xxix 13. Unon the ſame 
Ground, our Righteoulnels will never excel the Righ» 


. teouſneſs of Scribes, and Phariſecs Hypociites, mult reeds 


prove Noiſc, and appearance only, a meer an vain Sem- 
blarc-,if we learn it in no higher School than Mans; take 
it foith from the XII Tables only, not from the Two, 
and have no other Tutor in it than Solo, or Lycurgns,or 
Juſtinian. For the Derivation can return no higher than 
the Fountain-headz and what is taught us only by the Sta- 
tutes of Omr1, or at Cxlar's Judemes t-ſeat,will never come 
up to what the perfc& Law of God requires. While we 
arc under this lower and external Diſcipline only, if we 
can but skulk and ſhift, and play lea't in fight, and ſeem 
to be Righteous, though we are not ſo; Red in Curia, 
though not xprie-t in Heart : Or if we be diſcovered and 
impleaded too, if we can, whether by Power or Artifice, 
break through the venerable Cobweb, and run under the 
miſerable 


a ASS T_T 
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mi(Ccrable ſh-Iter of a Tempo-al Indemnity at theſe lower 


Ba:s: Why, All is well; with Solomon's Wanton 'we wipe Prov. xxx. 20% 


our Mouths, and arc ſuddenly very Virgins again,not only 
ſaf:, but innocent too. But though Humane Laws exact 
only outward Compliances, ailume not to themſelves to 
j1g2 the Heart, becuuſe they cannot diſcern it, nor take 
C > e-nizance of (ecret Thoughrs and Purpoſes, farther than 
they are decla''d by overt Acts: Yet God is a Spirit, and: 
a Diſcerner of the inmo!t Thoughts and Intentionsz and 
his Law Sotritual too, and given to the Spiritz and the 
Righteo ills taught in his Schnol, 1s not a Carcaſe, or 
an Ouctile only, but a living Soul, and a Spirit of Righ- 
tzoulicls: and by con cquence it (tays not in the out- 
ward Ac, (the proper Obj<t of Humane Laws aad Pros» 
viſions; ) reſtrains not only open violences (ſuch as the 
Judgment-ſcat of Man condemns, ant] the Scatf 1d, or the 
Gibb>ct take notice of; }) not only (months and poliſheth 
the outward Garb, to render that plauſible intheeyes of 
th: World: But gocs yet tuither and deeper, eventothe 
Heart; com29'tth th: whole Inner- ian too, ard labours 
to approve that to the Righteous Judge, who (ces not as 
Man (es; and in fine.callsusup to that glorious height of 
the Primitive Chriſtians in Jt Mertyr, who ob:y'din- 
dced the Municipal Laws © th 17 Comerey, but out-liv'd 
th:m to 1,and furmauntcd chm far, Toi Blow Hi vinwures 
T#: r3445,45 hc ſpeaks zthey contented not them'elves with 
fo (ex:it Meatiurc's, but flew a higher and a nobler pitch, 
aiming at 24 more 1e6an'd and pertect Righteouſneſs, the 
worthy Encdtof Gol's Judgments, and not of Mans only 
tauzlit in hisSchyul alone, and not at our T.ibunals. And 
then, | 

Laſtly, *Tis Righteouſnels Poſitizely and Afﬀermatively 
to). For though the Decalogue is almoſt all over Nega- 
tive in the Style and Foim of it; yer, our Lord, by redu- 
cing all the Precepts of it to one Affirmative ( Love) and 
ally by his Afrrmative Glolles or Additions to it 10 his 


Sermon. 
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LEX IGNE A: Or, 
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Sermon on the Mount, ſeems to have authoriſed the Rule 
of their Expolition, receiv'd generally by Chriſtian Divines, 
That the Negatize ſtill infers the Affirmative, and that there 
are many Teas conccal'd in the Boſom of every ſuch No. 
$9 that however 'tis indeed a part of our Duty, not to 
Murther, and not to Slander, and not to Covert, and the 
like, (an Obligation conſcquent upon God's prohibition; 
and he takes it well, when for his ſake we abſtain from 
the Evil we are inclin'd or (trongly ſolicited to, and fo 
accepts gracioully our very Nothing, as I may call it, our 
ot doing amils; thus giving us leave to incloſe, asit were, 
a part of our Waſte, and towaiſe ſome Revenue upon it: ) 
Yet this is fo much thort of the Height of the Leflon we 
are to learn in God's School, that 'tis only the unlcarn- 
ing ſomething that might obſtruct itz ſo farfrogy making 
us truly Righteons, that it can only ſtyle us Irmocent, and 
ſet us Extra vitia rather than Intra virintemwm. We muſt 
not then content our ſelves with a Negative Rightcouſ- 
neſs; nor confine, and limit it within the forry Bounds of 


Luc. xxiii. 11. the Phariſaical Boaſt, That we are not, as other Men are, 


PC, cxi1. 9. 


Extortioners or Onjuſt: In ſome Caſes he is unjuſt woo, 
that gives not his own; as well as he that takes away 
what 1s anothers : In the Sacred Dialect, Alms-dceds are 


Kai. lyiii. 7,8. Juſtice tooz even Acts of Mercy, and Bounty to thoſe 


Tavtyal. Sat. 


X!V. 


2 Cor. vil, 2» 


that need them, ſtrif; Juris, a part of our Righteouſneſs 
ſometimes ſo indiſpenſable, as not to be omitted without 
Sin. And therefore glorifie thy (et no longer, that thou 
dot harm to no Man: 
Cum dicis ſtultunt, qui donat Amico, 

Ln paupertaten levat, attollitque propinqui, 

Et ſpoliare doces could the Heathen Poet fay : 
He robs his neighbour, that relieves him not: He ſpoils 
his Friend, that in ſome Caſes doth not ſupply him. And 
though 'tis well (2 good Degree) if wecanſay withS. Paul, 
I have wronged no Man; yet he only is perfe&tly blameleſs 
11 this kind, 2x3 ne zn eo quidem wlli noceat, quo prodeſſe 

defifat, 
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aefs| at, as S. Jerome excellently 3 who doth not this Evil 5 Dif.14, 
ro {on Neighbour, that he omits to do him all the good ps 


he can. Thou didſt not burn thy Neighbours houſe, (a 
ſtrange piece of urcouth Rightcouſnels! ) But do'ſt thou 
receive him into thy own, now he is harborlels? Thou 
haſt not opprcſt, or impovcriſht thy Brother; 'Tis well: 
But is thy Abundance the Supply of his Wazt in this pre- 
ſenr exigent? thy Suverfluity the Ranſom and Redemp- 
tion of his extream Necc{litics? If not, remember, that 
Des is in torments, not for robbing Lazarxs, but for 


not relieving Sin: And the dreadful Decretory Sentence Mach. xxxv. 


proceeds at the laſt Day, not for oppreſſing the Poor, but 
for rot feeding, not cloatling, not viſiting them: A Re- 
flection veiy common indeed; yet never more proper or 
ſcaſonable than at this time, when God preſents us an Ob- 
j.Ct ot Charity, the greateſt, I think, and the moſt conft- 
derable that was ever offer to this Nation, and when 
Heaven and Eaith expett, that ſomething extraordinary 
ſhould be done. 

I have now opened the Book, and laid it before you, 
and given you a (hort Draught of this very important 
Leilon : a Leflon fo confiderable,that our Wiſe and Good 
God thinks it worth the while to rout Armies, and fink 
Navies; to burn up Cities, and turn Kingdoms uplide 
down; to ſend Wais, and Plagues, and Conflagrations 
among{t us; to ſet open all his Schools, and ply all his 
ſevereſt Methods to teach it us the more effectually, 
Think now, that he looks down this Dav from H: aven 
to take Notice of our Proficiency; to ſee how far we 
are advanc'd by theſe his Judgments in learning Righte- 
ouſneſs. And 1s it poſſible, we thould ſtand out any long- 
er? Can we (till reſiſt ſo powertul a Grace? Are not the 
parts of the Text bv this time, happily met together? and 
the Truth of it accompliſht, and exemplificd in us to the 
full? ——Gods Judgments on us, and his Righteouſneſs 
in us? Who would not thinkand hope ſo? But asS. Jerome 

| D complains 
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LEX IGNE A: Or, 


Jach. 1X. 4, 5, 


complains of his Age ( which was indeed very calamitous ) 
Orbis Romanns ruit, &- tamen Cervix noſtra non fletitur : 
The World ſinks and cracks about our Ears, and yet our 
Neck as [tiff, and the Creſt of our Pride as lofty, and as 
cre(t as ever. How few are they that repent in Duſt and 
Aſhes, even Now, that God hath laid our City in Duſt, 
and our Houſes in Aſhes! Look we firſt upon the Texr, 
and then upon our ſelves, and we mult ingenuouſly ac- 
knowledge, that whatever Abatements or Diminutions 
to the Height of the deſign'd event of God's Judgments 
upon us the Text, or any Verſo of it note, or imply, our 
wretched evil Lives do but too plainly expreſs and ju- 
ſtifie. For | 
t. Who are they that are ſaid here tolearn Righteouſ 
neſs in the Text? Not always the Aitlicted themſelves, it 
ſeems; but ſome others that ſtand by and look on. For 
'tis not to be omitted, that the phraſe manifeſtly varies 
in the parts of the Propolition : Judgments in the Earth, 
or upon the Land, ſome particular Countreyz and the 
World at large,or ſome tew in it learn Righteouſneſs. Thus 
Thrus ſhall be devonr'd with Fire, faith the Prophet: Aſþp- 
kelon ſhall ſee it, and fears Gaze and Ekron ſhall be very ſor- 
rowful: But not a word how Tyrys her ſelf is affected. 
God forbid it ſhould be ſo with us! May it never befaid, 
thatany of our neighbors make betteruſe ofour calamities, 
than we our ſelves! Have we any ſo hard-hearted amongſt 
us, that can look upon ſo ſad a Spettacle, as if they fate 
all the while in the Theater, or walkt in a Gallery of 
Pictures; little more concern'd,than at theSiege of Rhodes, 
or the Ruines of Troy # Shall any Neighbour-City fay 
wiſely Mea res agitur, jam proximus ardet Qcale- 
gon ? Shall our enennes themfclves ( the ſober and 
the Wiſe amonglt them, at the leaſt ) tremble at the Re- 
lation, and we continue ſtupid, and ſenſeleſs? Shall Con- 
ftantinople and Alexandria reſent it, and we not regard it 
2s we ought? Nay, ſhall China and Pery (it may be ) Su- 
ra 
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rat and Mexico, both the Indies hear, and be affected with 
it, and we our ſclves inſenſible? Shall the Inhabitants of the 
World abroad warm themſelves at our Fires,with kindly and 
holy Heats; while in the mean time our Repentings are not 
kindled, nor our Charity inflam'd,and our Devotion as cold 
and frozen as ever? Shall our Mountain ( which we ſaid in 
our jolly pride ſhould never be 1cmoved) be fulminated, 
and thunder-ſtrook, but the Blefled ſhower, that follows, 
the Inſtruction, that deſcends after, like the Rain, f(lide off 


to the Vallics, to Others, that are 1vund about us? Our... 


Lord wept over Jeruſalem, becauſe ſhe knew not then (at forty 41. 
years diſtance) the time of ber Viſtation;, for the Days will 
come, (aith He, when there ſhall not belejt one ſtone upon another : 
But Wo is me! Our Day is come already, and our Vilitati- 
on now actually upon usz and yet | fear, we willnot know 
it, as we ought. For ——— ; 

2. Reilett a little upon the Tenſe of the Verb, how that 
varies too in the parts of the Propoſition: The Judgments 
Are in the Earth, and the Inhabitants Will learn ( So 
the Vulgar Latin & the Engliſh: Tis (till per zerba de ſuturo, 
For we liſt not to hand-faſt our ſclves to God Almighty, to 
make our {elves over to him by preſent Deed of Gift; but 
would fain, forfooth, bequeath our fſclves to him a Legacy 
in our laſt Will and Teſtament. Ay but br neceſſatatibus res 
mo Liberalis: 'Tis not a free or a noble Donation, which 
we beſtow, when we can keep it no longer our ſelves: For 
ſuch a Bequeſt we may thank Death, rather than the Teſta- 


tor, faith S. Chryſoſtome. But weare all Clinicksin this points ,g 4.4: 
would fain have a Baptiſm in Referve, a Waſh fo:all our zz +. 
rom. Xx 
in Ep": 


Sins, when we cannot poliibly commit them any more. Like 
Felix the unjuſt Governour, when S. Paul reaſons of Righ- 
teouſneſs,our Heads begin to ake,and preſently we adjourn, ,. 
with, Go thy way for this time; K avgpr de vim a5 ovmes, (as he 
pretended ) when we have time and Opportunity, and con- 
venient Leiſure ( which we read not, that he ever found ) 
in plain Enghſh, when we have nothing elſe to do, or can 
do nuthing elſe, then wee'l take forth this Leſſon; ----Learn 

D 2 Righte- 
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Eccleſ, 18» 
10s 


Righteouſneſs, as Cato did Greek, Jam Septuagenarius, juſt 
when we are a dying; —-Begin then to con our part, when 
we are ready to be hiſt oft the Stage, and Death is now 
pulling off our properties. But take we heed in time: He 
may prove a falſe Prophet, that promiſcth himſelf to die the 
Death of the Righteous, when he hath lov'd, and purſu'd the 
Ways, and Wages of Qunrighteonſneſs all his life long : Who 
thinks if he can but ſhape the laſt faint Breath he draws in- 
to a formal pretence of forgiving all the World, and a fly 
deſire of being forgiven; Upon theſe two hangs the whole 
{treſs of his Righteouſneſs, he goes out of God's School up- 
on fair terms, and thinks to render a plauſible Account of 
himſelf. No no; the great Leſlon of the Text is harder and 
deeper than ſo: 'Tis that we mult ſweat for,'tis that we may 

iced for: *T1s all that Adam loſt, and All that Chriſt came 
to recover : *Tis the Buſinels of our whole lite, and 'tis 
deſperate Folly and Madneſs to deter to learn it till Death, 
when God now calls us to account for it. Though the 
Verb in ſome Verlions be future (as I ſaid) yet till *tis Diſ- 
cent Habitatores, we muſt learn it while we dwell here in 
the World, and who can ſccure us that beyond the next 
moment? When once we remove hence, there's na School 
beyond : The Platonick Ernditorum in O RIGEN (a place 
under Ground, I know not where, in which ſeparated Souls 
are ſuppos'd to learn what they miſt of, or negle&ed here ) 
as very a Fable as the Platonick Purgatory. As there is no 
Work, nor Labour; (o no Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſ- 
dom in the Grave. The Schools are all in this World: All 
beyond is Prif»n, and Dung-on, and place of Torment, for 
ſuch as learn not their Duty here; Fire without Light, and 
utter Darkneſs. 

3. Again, They did learn (19 the Syriac, and the Interli- 
neary Latin )when thy Judgments were in the Earth : For there 
is an E/iphs in the O.iginal of the former clauſe, and the 
Verb Subltantive may be ſupplied either way, when thy 
judgments Are or Were in the Earth: And the Conjun@ti- 
on may {cem to [tand fair for the later WWR2 in. quantum, or 
juxts 
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juxta quod, 7 ( as R. David gloſleth it) qua menſura, aut 
modo; and (o the Syriac, Qualia Fudicia, talem Fuſtitian de< 
dicerunt : So much Judgment, fo much Juſtice; Righteou(l 
neſs they 41d learn, ju't while Go4's RoJ was over them, 
5 andno longer. Thus while Go's Plagues lay heavy upon 
S Pharavh, even that (tiff neck bow'd, and that hard heare 
S was foftned; As Iron in a quick Fire relents and melts; 
but take 1t out of the Furnace, and it grows hard again, 
nay worſe, Churliſh and Unmalleable: And fo he, When 
he ſaw that there was Reſpite, (aith the Text, or a breathing 
time, H- hardned his Heart, Ex. viii. 15. And donot we all 
the ſame? Like teeming Women, while th pangs are upon 
us, we have ſorrow; when ſome great Aftliction gives us a jyy,xyi, 
* ſmart Viſit, ſtrikes home, and deep, we ſeem to be a little 21. 
3 fſnſible Ay but the Throws once over, te im wmugrdbe, 
# faith our Lord, the Woman remembers them no more; and 
ſo we, If but for a little ſpace Grace be ſhewed us, if God gives 
* wx but a little Reſpite in our Bondage, like Iſrael newly return» 
” ed from Babel, we ſtreight forget his Commandments; which 
* made the good Ezra aſham'd and bluſh to lift up his Face to 
R Heaven; Ezr4, Cap. ix. Veil. 8, 10. 
o Hippy We,if, as Pliny adviſeth his friend Maxim, Tales Lib.7.Eps 
| ef ſani perſeveremns, quales fituros profitermur infirmis if we *7- 
% continue ſuch in Health, as we promiſe to be upon our fick- 
7 beds. But alas! Convaluit; Minit, ut ante. How few with pc js; 
David pay the Vows which they ſpake with their Mouths, 14- 
when they were 1n trouble? Do not the engagements on 
% the ſick-bed vaniſh, like the Dreams of the lick, forgotten, 
as if they had never been? I appcal to your own Boſoms ; 
thonzh affected at firſt with this late diſmal Accident,doth it 
7 not prove to you a nine-days Wonder, and your Thoughts 
W though mac (tartled at ficit, by degrees reconcile to 
{ it? Do nat your Devotions begin to grow cold with the 
Fires; rak'd up, hke thole dying ſparks in dead Aſhes, 
and buricd in the Duſt ; —ſgres ſuppoliti Cineri doloſo? Juſt 
as our Prophet (ſtates it here, Vhile thy Fudgments were upon 
then, they learn'd; But as it follows immediately, Fiat Grae 
tis 
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LEX IGNE A: Or, 


tie Impio, Let Favour be ſhewed to the Wicked, the leaſt Inter- 
miſſion or kind Interval, and he will not learn Righteouſneſs, 
ſaith the Text exprefly; he ſoon lays by his Book,and gives 
over. But | 

4. Laſtly, What is it that we learn? or, to what good end 
or purpoſe? The Chaldee Paraphraſt interpoſeth here a ve- 
ry Material and Operative word, Diſcent operari, they will 
learn 1299? to do, or to work, Righteonjneff. And this Addi- 
tion ſhews us another of our DcteCts; cuts off, I fear, above 
half the Roll of our Learners at once. We jive (asI ſaid) 
in a learned Age: But in all this Croud and Throng of 
Learners,how few put themlelves in good carnelt into God's 
School? And of them that do, how much; fewer yet take 
torth their Leſſon aright 2? —Learn any thug cle they will, 
but rot Righteouſnels; and it that, any thing,but to do it ? 
Burt this 1s not 'Op,&Toay, rightly to divide; this is to margle 
the Text, and to ſaw [jaiah alurder again. Would learn- 
ing or talking, or pretending ſerve the turn, We might tind 
Rightcouſneſs enough inthe World : We can define it,and di- 
{tinguiſh it,Criticize upon the Word,& diſpute of the Thing 
without end: we {tuff our Heads with the Notion, and tip 
our Tongues with the Language, and fill the World with 
our pretencesto it : But Little Children, faith S. Fokr, (Oye 
World of Learners) Be mot deceived, ( Let no Man ſeduce 
you into this picce of Groſticiſm, as if to learn, or toknow, 
were ſufficient ; No.) 'O mwr, He that Doth Righteouſneſs, he 
is Righteows. Non fortia loquimur, ſed vivimus,laith S. Cyprian s, 
The life of Religion is Doing. What we know, we muſt 


P:1iliii.rs practice too 3 Whereto we haze already attained, we muſt walk 


in it, faith the Apoſtle. They, that follow'd Chriſt, were 


AAzxi.26. firſt indeed call'd Diſciples, that is, Learners, (for there 


we mult begin; ) But tlicy ſoon after commenc'd Chriſtians 
at Antioch, Anointed to Action, as the word implies; and 
this Name ſticks by them ſtill, as the more eflential. Their 
Oyl muſt not be ſpent all in the Lamp, [» Schola Sapientie, 
that they may ſhine by Knowledge; they muſt dotheir Ex- 
erciſes too Iz Gymnaſro Juſtitie, be anointed to the Agor, 
an 
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| and to the Combat (as the Champions of old;) and if they 
expe&t the Crown of Righteouſnels, muſt not only learn 
Righteouſneſs, but learn to do it. 


Nd therefore (to ſhut up All, and to inforce it a little 
A upon ſuch Topicks,” as the Text, and the fad Face of 
things amongſt us ſuggelſt;) Let us no longer trifle with God 
Almighty, now we find to our coſt, that He is in good car- 
neſt with us. Be mot deceived; God, I'me ſure, is not mock'd. 
'Tis not our faſting, and looking demure a little, and hang- 
ing down the Head, like a Bull-ruſh for a Day; 'Tis not a 
few Grimaces of (orrow, a fad word or two, or a weeping 
Eye will ſerve the turn: Our Hearts mult bleed -too, 
our Souls muſt be afflicted, and mourn for our old Unrigh- 
teouſneſles, and forſake them too, and renounce them all 
for ever; and yet further, take forth new Leflons of Righ- 


teouſncls in all boly Converſations and Godlineſſes, as S. Peter 2 er. iii. 
ſpeaks, even in all the inſtances of Piety, and Juſtice, and ** 


Charity, ye heard of even now, or all this holy Diſcipline 


of God is loſt, and ſpent in vain upon us. For this 3s all the Cap.xxvii. 


Fruit, faith our Prophet, to take away 1: If that remain 5 


ſtill in us, Adverſity 1s a bitter Cup indeed. To keep our 
fins, and hold them falt, even when God's Judgments are 
upon us for them, this is with Copronymas, to pollute the 
Fountain that ſhould wafh us, to defile the falutary Warers 
of Afﬀiiction, to prophane the holy Fires of God's Furnace, 
and to pais through the Fiie to Moloch, to ſome reignin 
and domineering $1n, ſome Tyrant-luſt, or Miltreſs-pattion, 
Correction without Inſtruction, this is the Scourge of Afles, 
not the Diſcipline of Mea,nor the Rod of the Sons of Men. 
To ſuffer much, and not to be at all the better for it, *ris 
certainly one of the [addeſt portions that can befal usin this 
World ; if not the fore-boding and prognoſtick of a far 
ſadder yet to come, the very beginnings of Hell here, the 
Fore-taſts of that Cup of Bitterneſs, of which the Damned 
ſuck out the Dreggs. 

And wilt thou after all this hide the (weet Morſel under 


thy, 
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thy Tongue, when thou fcnſtbly perceiv'ſt it already turning 

into the Gall of Aſps? —Still long for the delicious portion, 

conſccriated and ſnatch it greedily fivum God's Altars, though 

thou ſceſt thy Fingers burn, and thy Neſt on fire with it? 

—-Still retain the old Complacence in thy ſparkling Cup, 

* though thou fecl'ſt it aleady biting 1;ke a Serpent, and 

Prov1%17* ftinging like an Adder? —-fay (till, Stoln Waters are ſweet, 

though like thoſe bitter Ones of J-alouſice, thou perceiv'tt 

them carry a Curſe along with them into thy very Bowels? 

t Cor. - Dare we thus provoke the Lird to Jealouſie? Are we ftronger 

To» wii than He? Gird 1pnow thy lozns hea iu, thon ſtouteſt, and 

3  gallanteſt of the Sons of Earth. Haſt thou ar Arm ithe God ? 

Rs. or cant thou thunder with a Voice like [ime Wilt thou jct ite 

iz. Briars and Thorns of thc W910" ty 1m in Battel-Ar- 

ray? or canſt thou dwell with ererlaſting Burnings © Or deſpi- 

ſeſt thou the Riches of Lis Goodneſs ar d F orlcarance;, not knows 

2Per-iii. jg (refuſing to khow) 1hat the Long-juff ering of our Lurd 

15, is Salvation, and that 1s Goodneſs leadeth thee to Repentance 2 

If not, know atluredly, that thy Hardneſs and Impenitent 

Heart, do but ticaſure up for thee, yet a fiercer, and a more 
inſupportable Wrath, 

And theretore let us not flatter our ſclves, nor think that 

God hath now emptied his Quiver,and ſpent all his Artillery 

upon us; Let us not come foith delicatcly with the fooliſh 

1 Sam. xv. Agag, ſaying, Surely tte Bitterneſs of Death is paſt : No, the 

= Dregs of the Cup oft Fury are ſtill behind; God grant we 

be not foic'd at laſt ro drink them,and ſuck them up. Great 

Plagues remain for the ungodly, ſaith the Pſalmiſt. Ve unum 

VC.xxxii. abiit 5 Euce duo Teniunt. One Wo is paſt, but behold there come 

I, two Woes more; for the reſt of Men that were not kill'd by the 

former Plagues, repented not, ApOCc. ix. 12. 20. When God's 

Rods and his Ferwlaes (the Diſcipline of Children ) are con- 

temn'd, he hath a laſhof Scorpions to ſcourge the obſtinate, 

When the ten dreadful. Plagues are ſpent all upon a ſtub- 

born Egypt without cffect, there's a Red Sea yet in Reſerve, 

that at laſt ſwallows all : And it our preſent Atiiidtions re- 

form us not, that we fin no morez take we heed, leſt yet 

a worle 
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a worſe thing befil us. Remember, that when the Touch 
of God's little Finger did not ternfie us, he ſoon made us 
feel the ſtroak of his heavy hard. If the more benign, and 
benedidt Medicines will not work, nor (tir us at all, he can 
prepare us a rougher Receipt, or a ſtronger Doſe; retrive and 

ring back his former Judgments in a ſharper Degree, or elſe 
ſend upon us new ones, which we never dream of. 

The Devil of Rebellion and Diſobedience, which not 
long ſince poſleſt the Nation, rent and tore it till it fom'd 
again, and pin'd away in lingring Couſumprtions; that caſt 
it oft times into the Fire, and oft times into the Water (ca- 
lamiries of all ſorts) to deſtroy itz is now through God's 
Mercies caſt out, arid we ſeem to fit quiet, and ſober at the 
Fect of our Dcliverer, cloath'd, and in our nght Minds a- 

ain. Bur yet this 2// Spunit, this reſtlfs Fury ( this unquiet 
and dreadful Alaſtor, the cldcſt Son of Nemeſes, and heir ap- 
parent to all the Tcriours and Miſchiefs of his Mother ) 
walks about day and night, ſecking Reſt, and finds none; 
and he faith in his heart, IT will return ſome time or other 
to my Houſe from whence I came out. Oh let us take heed 
of provoking that God, who alone chains up his Fury, leaſt 
for our Sins he permit him to return once more, with ſeven 
other Spirits more wicked than himſelf, and fo our laſt E- 
ſtate prove worſe than the former. 

The 'Sword of the Angel of Death, which the laſt year 
cut down almoſt a hundred thouſand of us, may ſeem to 
have been glutted with our Blood, and to have put up it 


{cIf into the Scabbard. Quieſce & ſile, as the Prophet ſpeaks: j,,,,,.. 


God grant it may reſt here, and be ſtill. But, as it follows 5. 


there, How can it be quiet, if the Lord give it a new Commilſi- 
0n againſt us? Methinks I ſee the Hand (till upon the Guard, 
and unleſs we prevent it by our ſpeedy Repentance, it may 
quickly be drawn again more terrible than ever, new fur- 
biſht, and whetted with the keener edge, and point, our 
wretched Ingratitudg muſt needs have given it. The Sun 
of > m—_—— was ready to riſe upon us, with healing 


in his Wings, to clear our Heaven again, and to ſcatter the 
E Cloud 
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LEX IGNE A: Or, 


Diamrhy. 
de pet 
ns the Plague, Yet God,if he be angry, can ſend aruttling Wind 


Cloud of the laſt years unhealthineſs. But yet, methinks, 
this ſlow-moving Cloud hangs ſtill o're our Heads, hovers 
yet in view,with God knows how many Plagues and Deaths 
in the Boſome of it : and without our ſerious Amendment 
we have no Rainbow to aſſure us, that we ſhall not again 
be drencht in that hortible Tempeſt. Though the beſt Na- 
turaliſts ſay, That great publick Fires are a proper Remedy for 


into the very Aſhes of our City, blow them into the Air, 
and turn them as thoſe of the Egyptian Furnace, intoa Blain, 


Ex.1x.2,5- and a Botch, and a Plague-ſore upon us. 


Nay even out of thoſe dead Aſhes, can He raiſe yet a 
fiercer Flame, to conſume what ſtill remains. As the I ight- 
ning comes out of the Eaſt, ſaith our Lord, and ſhineth even un- 
to the Weſt, ſo ſhall my coming be, ( ſc. to deſtroy Jeruſalem, ) 
and wherever the Carcaſe is, will the Eagles be gathered together, 
Matth. xxiv. Fire is the Eagle in Nature; nothing in the E- 
lementary World mounts ſo high to its place, and ſtoops ſo 
low to its prey: the two properties God himſelf aſcribes to 
that Bird, Job xxxix 27, 30. And it we {till refuſe obſtinate- 
ly to be gathered, like Chickens under our Lord's Wing, 
he can again let looſe this Bird of Prey, this Eagle of Hea- 
ven upon us; and from the Eaſt, where it began before, 
flie it home like Lightning #&s #vouwy, even to the utmoſt 
Weſt, to ſeize, and to devour Where ever there is the leaſt 
Quarry remaining. 

Or if this move us not, let us remember that we have 
another City upon the Waters,a floating Town of moveable 
Forts and Caſtles, the Walls and Bulwarks of the Nation; 
ſtronger than thoſe of Brafs, the Fable ſpeaks of.- As we 
deſire that God would ever fill their Sails with proſperons 
Gales, & (till bring them home with Honor and Victory,and good 
Succeſs, Let us take heed that we fight not againſt them too. 
Our Sin, like a Talent of Lead, may fink thetn to the Bot- 
tom; our Luſts, and Paſhtions, and Animoſities may fire 
them; our Drunkenneſs, and deep Exceſles may drown 
themz our Vollies of Oaths and Blaſphemics may. pierce 

| them; 
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them 3 nay, our Seditious Murmurings, and Privy Whiſ- 
perings may blow them over. For God is Piorum Rupes, 
Reorum Scopulus ;, a Rock to found the Juſt upon, but a 
Shelf to ſhipwrack, and confound the Unrighteous. 

And yet all theſe are but the common Roads, and ordina- 
ry Inſtances of God's Diſpleaſures: But he hath alfo, beſides, 
and beyond all theſe, unknown Treaſures of Wrath, vaſt 
ſtores of hidden Judgments ( for who knows the Power, or 
the extent of his Anger? ) laid up in thoſe ſecret Magazines, 
where his Judgments are, when they are not in the Earth, 
reſerv'd as his dreadtul Artillery againſt the time of trouble, 
, ag4inſt the day of Battel and War, as he ſpeaks himſelf, Job 
XXxViii. 23. Oh let us take heed of treaſuring up to our ſelvet 


PC, xc. 1h 


IWrath acainſt that day of Wrath, and the Revelatian of his rom, tr. 5: 


Righteons Judements. 

And now what (hall I ſay more, if all that hath been 
ſaid hitherto, prove ineffeftual > The Text affords yet one 
Expedient as the Chaldee Paraphrafſt may ſeem to have un- 
derſtood it: Becauſe thy Judgment, faith he (not EI*D ag 
in the Hebrew, but N27? or R41.877 as the Jews call it, and 


NDI 
IT? 
I'ÞD, 


Cc. 


S. Jude from them, The Judgment of the great Day ) becauſe Jude 6. 


that Judgment, though not as yet in the Earth, z yet fixt, 
' and appointed, and prepared for all the Earth YS? in the 
Hebrew it (If too, for rather than iz the Earth ) therefore 
molt certainly, if at all, or for any thing, the Inhabitants 
of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. 

But if they put far from them this evil day too, as if they 
had made a Covenant with Death and with Hell; if they 
finally refuſe to come under God's Diſcipline, and to take 
forth to themſelves Leſions of Rightcouſheſs here, they ſhall 
then be made themſelves great Leflons, and dreadful exam- 
ples of God's Righteauſneſs to all the World. If they will 
not gloritie God in theſe Fires, as they ought, nor walk in 
the light of them; ler them remember that there are Fires 
without Light, where none glorific him, but by ſuffering 
the Eternal Vengeance of their Sins. There muſt they leara 


by ſaddeſt experience, who — refuſe the more y_ 
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LEX IGNE A: Or, 
fal Method, 5m qobeegy tumor, That '14 a fearful thing to 
fall into the Hands of a living God. For our enemies here 
muſt die, and our ſtorms at laſt blow over, and our Fires, 
you ſee, though never ſo great, in time go out and vaniſh: 
But God lives; hath a Worm too, that dies not ( for thoſe 
that live not as they ought )-and a fire that 1s not quench- 
ed: The Babylonian Furnace, ſeven times hotter than uſual, 
a cool walk to that; all-our Vulcans and Etnas, our Heclas 
and Andes faint types and ſhadows of it; the great Con- 
flagration, we fo lately trembled at, and ſtill bewail, but a 
ſpark to that infernal -Tophet, but a painted Fire to that 
dreadful Mongibel; even Everlaſting Burnings. From which, 
God of his tender Mercy deliver us All ; and give us Grace 
in this. our Day, (the Day of his Judgments) ſo to learn 
Righteouſneſs, and ſo to do it, that at the Jaſt, and great 
Day of Judgment, when he ſhall come again to Account 
with us for all our Learning, and for all our Doings, we 
may through his Mercy receive the Crown of Righteouſ- 
nel, for his fake alone, who ſo dearly mo it for us, even 
Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous: To whom with the Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed by us, and all the Creatures 
in Heaven and Earth, Bleſſing, Honour, Glory and Power, 
henceforth and for evermore. Amen. 
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